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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
. families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 


especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation 
of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address : Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘“Mar., 
26,” your subscription expired with the Mar , 1926 issue; if “*Apr., 
26,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days 
or so’ before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 





Washington, D. @. “Kindly send me another set of twenty copies of Back 
Numbers of Tabernacle and Purgatory. I was much pleased with the group I 


received, they are so consoling to read and contain very beautiful, artistic pictures.” 
Back numbers mailed on request at 6 cents each or five for 25 cents 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. 
P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England ; $1.25 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the A& of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing 
at special rate of postage provided for in seftion 1103, A& of O&ober 3, 1917, 
authorized July 17, 1918. 








Every Catholic desires to possess a worthy Crucifix. Every 
Catholic should have a Crucifix. In every home there should 
be a Crucifix suitable to place in the hands of a dying member. 
To look lovingly at the Crucifix is in itself a meditation, a prac- 
tice so emphatically recommended by the saints. Our Savior 
has promised to give a special reward in heaven for every glance 
of love we turn to Him suffering on the Cross. 

However, Crucifixes are expensive. Recently there has been 
an additional sharp raise in the price of nickel-bound Crosses. 
We were fortunate in securing a quantity of these Crucifixes 
before the price was raised, and therefore it is an exceptional 
value that we now offer our friends as premiums during Lent. 


All the Crucifixes we send as premiums will be blessed with the 
indulgences of the Stations and of the Dying. 


For NEW Subscriptions to Tabernacle and Purgatory 


For 1 NEW Nickel bound Crucifix 5 inches long. Very durable. Convenient 
Subscription size for daily use in prayer. (As long as the supply lasts.) 
Or — A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
medal of St. Benedict. Or— The magnificent picture of His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16x22. Or—A beautiful picture of the Holy 
Christ of Limpias, size 16x21 or 16x25. 


For 2 NEW Nickel bound Crucifix 6 inches long. Well made. Convenient 
Subscriptions size for personal use; specially suitable for the dying. 


For 3 NEW Nickel bound Crucifix 7 inches long. Will last a lifetime. Per- 
Subscriptions _ sonal use, for the dying, or for hanging on wall. 


What an Engraver Chinks of ‘‘Cabernacle and Purgatory’: ‘‘Allow me to 
pay a compliment to your wonderful magazine. For the last 35 years I have 
been constantly engaged as photo-engraver, and I am well acquainted with 
this line of work. But I must say, that your pictures, print, as well as the 
whole make-up of your magazine, are faultless, exceeding all other Catholic 
papers I receive.’’ 


Ontario: A mother writes: ‘Please keep on sending me this little Messenger 
of God's grace, for the little ones are getting big enough to start reading. When 
they get it with the mail they jump for joy and say, ‘Mother, another of those 
nice books!’ ” 
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The Risen Savior Appears to His Blessed Mother 
Be joyful, Mary, Heavenly Queen, The Lord has risen from the dead 
Be joyful, Mary, Be joyful, Mary! 
Now let thine eyes with gladness He rose with might as He had 
beam. Alleluia! said. Alleluia! 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 








A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 
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To Whom did the Risen Savior 
Appear First? 





eT) OLY Scripture relates in detail, how our Divine 
Ai Savior appeared first to Mary Magdalen, then 
4 to the other holy women who had come with 
yp her to the sepulchre to anoint the Sacred Body; 
| thereupon to St. Peter and the two disciples 

going to Emmaus, then to the assembled apostles 

in the supper-room, and finally, to several hundred brethren 
at the lake of Genesareth. None of the four Evangelists tell 


us that Jesus appeared to His Mother. And still, we have all 
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reasons to believe that it was to His Blessed Mother that He 
showed Himself first in His glorified Body. 

Why the Gospels tell us nothing of this apparition is easy 
to understand. In their account of the resurrection, the Evan- 
gelists keep in view their main object; namely, to convince 
their readers, even the incredulous and those slow to believe, 
that Jesus is truly risen and has thereby proved Himself the 
Son of God. Thus St. John, after relating how Jesus appeared 
to the unbelieving Thomas, says: “Many other signs also did 
Jesus in the sight of His disciples, which are not written in 
this book. But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: and that believing you 
may have life in His Name” (xx. 30, 31). 

It is also customary with the Evangelists not to make 
special mention of matters that are self-evident. But what 
could be more natural and self-evident than that the risen 
Savior should appear first to His Blessed Mother? This would 
follow from the filial respect, love and gratitude which He 
always showed her. 

Why did our Divine Savior appear also to the pious women 
‘before he came to the apostles? The reason is easily found. 
While the apostles had left our Savior and fled in fear, these 
pious women had faithfully persevered with Him; they had 
accompanied Jesus on that last painful way, and had followed 
Him to the Cross—to the grave. And if Jesus had sought 
out Mary Magdalen as the first to whom He would appear, 
it was because she had manifested the strongest and most 
touching love to her Divine Master. Mary Magdalen had 
stood beneath His Cross; she had been the most zealous in 
contributing to the ointments and spices used for the burial 
on Good Friday, and was the first to arrive at the sepulchre at 
dawn on Easter morning. She remained at the sepulchre while 
the other women turned to go back to the city. Mary Magdalen 
loved Him more, therefore He appeared to her and consoled 
her before the other women. 

If, then, Jesus rewarded the love of His friends in this 
manner, He surely must have rejoiced the heart of His Mother, 
before any other, with His visit; for never did a Heart beat 
for Him in love as the maternal Heart of Mary. Her sympathy 
with her Divine Son, and her share in the work of Redemption 
was greater than that of any other creature. She had offered 
her Divine Son willingly to a bloody death; had persevered 
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under the Cross, the Tree of shame, until the Savior had 
drawn His last breath, and His Body had been drained of its 
last drop of Blood. From Mary Jesus had taken His mortal 
flesh which was now so beautiful and glorious; therefore, 
beyond all doubt, He appeared to His Mother first in His 
glorified Body. 

Suarez, one of the great theologians wrote: “Without the 
least hesitation we must assume that the Savior, after His 
resurrection, appeared first of all to His Blessed Mother. This 
statement is, in itself and without further explanation, so 
credible that the hearts of all the faithful and of all teachers 
accept it without any objection. All Catholics who have written 
on this question, have also answered it in this sense. This 
must have been the view of the Church from the beginning, 
since there is no record when this belief was introduced.” 

Oh, how the Blessed Virgin must have prepared herself 
for this hour! For Mary knew the prophecy of her Son that 
He would rise on the third day; and she, of whom Elizabeth 
once said, “Blessed art thou that hast believed,” did not, like 
the apostles and pious women, waver even for one instant in 
her faith. For this reason Mary did not go to the sepulchre. 
Easter morning. Either, Christ had already appeared to her, 
or she was convinced that His Body would no longer be found 
in the tomb. How intense must have been the longing and 
desire of Mary to see her Divine Son, considering that no 
mother ever loved her child as Mary loved her Divine Son. 

When, at last, the Savior appeared to His Mother, in 
heavenly splendor her heart was filled with a happiness and 
blessedness as never before. One may truly say, Mary stood 
in need of the same fortitude at this blissful moment in order. 
not to die of joy, as she had need of it on Calvary so as not 
to die of grief and anguish. She saw the radiant Wounds in 
His hands and feet; now they were the tokens of a glorious 
victory over sin and death. What a joy after all the anguish 
she had endured and after the painful separation. 

Surely, a new and clearer knowledge of our Savior and 
of the heavenly glory was imparted to the Blessed Virgin. 
As in the house of Elizabeth, so also now she may have ex- : 
claimed in the superabundant delight of her heart: My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Savior! And then the angels in joy and exultation sang 
for the first time to their Queen the joyful Easter hymn which 
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resounds so triumphantly throughout the Catholic world: 
Be joyful, Mary, Heavenly Queen, Be joyful, Mary! 
Now let thine eyes with gladness beam. Alleluia! 

Surely, every Catholic heart rejoices on the day of the 
Resurrection of Our Lord, not for His triumph alone, but also 
over the joy and bliss which on that day was imparted to the 
Mother of God, and which she now enjoys in a far higher 
degree at the side of her Divine Son. Mary, who is now also 
our Mother, has merited for us the grace that we may share 
in her joy. But from Mary we must likewise learn in what 
our Easter joy should consist. The object of her joy was 
Jesus alone. Thus, we should seek our Easter joy, not in 
earthly pleasures, but in the risen Savior Himself. 

As Jesus rose from the grave, so should we free ourselves 
from the bonds of sin and lead a new life. That alone will 
give us true peace such as the world cannot give; that alone 
is for us the star of hope to a glorious resurrection and 
blessed reunion; that alone will lead us to where God will 
wipe away all tears from our eyes, where death will be no 
more, nor mourning, nor sadness, nor pain; where we shall 
celebrate an everlasting Easter and sing unending Alleluias. 


+ + + 


Sister Mary Martha Chambon and Devotion 
to the Holy Wounds of Jesus 





The Crown of Thorns 


Facey UR Lord encouraged His servant to venerate and 
= adore His thorn-crowned Head; He asked for special 
love and compassion and loving reparation. To 
all who meditate on this crown of thorns, He 
promised a great glory in heaven. The crown of . 
thorns occasioned Him untold torture. “My crown of thorns,” 
He confided to His spouse, “caused Me more suffering than 
all My other Wounds; next to the agony in the Garden of 
Olives, it was My greatest pain. In order to lighten it, be 
very faithful to thy rule.” To the soul who follows in the 
foot-prints of the Lord, it forms a source of merit. 

“Behold,” He said, “the head which was pierced for love 
of thee, by whose merits thou wilt one day be crowned. Happy 
the soul who has deeply contemplated it, and still more the 
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one who has practised the lessons she has drawn from it. That 
should be thy path; walk in it with simplicity and thou wilt 
walk securely. The souls who have contemplated and honored 
My crown of thorns on earth will be My crown of glory in 
heaven. For one 
| moment during 
which, here on 
earth, thou 
shalt have con- 
templated and 
honored My 
crown of 
thorns, I will 
give thee an- 
other crown in 
eternity. My 
crown of thorns 
will merit for 
thee this 
crown.” The 
crown of thorns 
is the special 
gift of Jesus to 
His chosen 
ones. 

“I give My 
crown of thorns 
to My favored 
ones,” He. said. 
“It belongs to 
My spouses and 

O Head! the angels’ glory, Yet pierced by many a thorn. privileged 

souls. It is the 

joy of the blessed but a source of pain to those whom I specially 
love on earth.” At these words, Sister Martha saw a ray of 
indescribable glory issue from each thorn. “My true servants 
would fain suffer as much as I did,” said our Savior, “but 
none can attain to the degree of suffering which I endured.” 
From these souls Jesus asks a more tender compassion 

for His Adorable head. Let us listen to the heartrending 


The above is a small reproduction of our beautiful picture “Ecce Homo” 
size 12 x 16; price 25 cents. 
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appeal which He made to Sister Mary Martha when He 
revealed to her His pierced and bleeding head: “Behold,” He 
said, “Him whom thou seekest, and the condition He is in! 
Look at Me, and draw out the thorns from My head by 
offering to My Father the merits of My Wounds for sinners! 
Go, seek for souls! 

“Mark well: sufferings are for thee; the graces which thou 
shouldst draw therefrom are for others. One single soul who 
performs her actions in union with My crowning with thorns 
will gain more than the whole community in other ways.” 
In the course of the month of October, 1867, He manifested 
Himself to the enraptured sight of Sister Mary Martha, with 
the crown lit up with rays of dazzling light. “My crown of 
thorns,” He said, “will illuminate the heavens and all the 
blessed. On earth there are only a few privileged souls to 
whom I reveal its glory; the world is too material to perceive 
it. Behold, how beautiful it now is after having caused Me 
so much pain!” 

The good Master went even further. He associated her 
with His triumphs as He had done with His sufferings. He 
gave her a glimpse of her future blessedness. Placing His 
Sacred Crown on her head, thereby causing her great suffer- 
ing, He said to her: “Take My Crown, and My saints shall 
contemplate thee in this state.” Then addressing them He 
pointed out His dear victim to them saying, “Behold the fruit 
of My Crown.” The holy Crown which forms the happiness 
of the just is, on the other hand, an object of terror to the 
wicked. Sister Mary Martha saw the secrets of the world to 
come, displayed as in a picture before her eyes. She saw the 
judgment seat lighted up by the splendor of this Divine 
Crown, and souls passing continually before the Sovereign 
Judge. Those who had been faithful to God during their 
lives threw themselves with confidence into the arms of their 
Savior. The others, terrified at the sight of the Sacred Crown, 
and at the recollection of the love of Jesus Christ which they 
had despised in life, fled into the eternal abyss. So startling 
was this vision, that the poor sister whilst relating it was 
still trembling with horror at its remembrance. 


> = 
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Between Heaven and Earth 





HE Almighty God is, in Himself, eternal happi- 
ness. Therefore nothing can be wanting to 
Him. Were something lacking to Him He 
would no longer be God in whom all perfection 
dwells. And still, there was a time when God 
called the wonderful universe into existence. 

Millions and millions of blessed spirits surround Him in heav- 

en. A host of suns and myriads of stars form, as it were, 

a Via triumphalis — a triumphal way, on which He treads. On 

our earth, the three kingdoms of nature: the animal, plant 

and mineral kingdoms, of which He made man the king, 
proclaim His wisdom and power. 

Considering this, we involuntarily ask ourselves: For what 
reason did God, to whom nothing is wanting, create all this 
beauty, and call the many creatures into existence? To this, 
reason and faith answer: God did it out of purest love and 
goodness, out of Divine generosity. He did not wish to enjoy 
His bliss and happiness alone — others, too, should share His 
glory and His riches. For this reason He called the creation 
into existence. ; 





Duty of Adoration 


God is the Creator; man, the creature, is His work, His 
possession. It is the duty of man to consider the Creator as 
his supreme Lord and Master, to prostrate in reverence and 
admiration before Him; to adore and praise Him. 

To adore the Divinity, to pay homage to God— what an 
honor for a poor creature! To acknowledge in God all good, 
all truth, all that is worthy of our affection; to submit one’s 
understanding and will to God’s greatness; to offer Him one’s 
soul and body; yea, even wish to consume oneself in order to 
procure Him honor and glory—can there be a nobler aim 
in life? 

God not only called the universe into being but He also 
preserves it continually. This constant preservation is no less 
a miracle than the creation itself. Were the Creator to with- 
draw His hand for but one instant from His work of creation, 
the great universe would return to nothingness; likewise, 
every individual creature. 
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Hence, God thinks of us, His creatures, at every moment; He 
provides for us from day to day and preserves us with infinite 
love. He held in store for us everything good, everything 
lovely and beautiful, for He would not enjoy His happiness 
alone; we should participate in it. He made our earthly life like 
unto one of paradise; His whole creation He placed at our feet. 
If we find thorns and thistles, it is not God’s fault. Sin, wilful 
sin, has spoilt everything. The malice of original sin and of 
the many personal sins are the sole cause of our sufferings 
and trials here below. 

However, God in His infinite mercy and goodness destined 
that these very sufferings and trials should become a source 
of merit and future happiness for us through His beloved Son. 
Jesus has ennobled and sanctified sufferings through His Cross. 
Is it, then, not just that we should prove ourselves grateful 
for His Divine Providence, the preservation of our life, the 
many benefits He bestows upon us? 


God’s Right to Our Gratitude 


God has a strict claim to the gratitude of His creatures. 
Gratitude should incessantly ascend to Him from the hearts 
of men, because God’s Providence is without limits, and God’s 
love operates continually for us. Just as each moment of our 
life is a new benefit from God, so should it be a renewed 
thanksgiving toward our benevolent Creator. Benefits demand 
gratitude. Oh, that man would have the understanding and 
good will to think of his great Benefactor often during the 
day and often during the night — his life would become an 
uninterrupted hymn of thanks. But alas! how different is 
the reality! what a misfortune for man! 

Instead of adoring his Lord and Creator, and thanking 
Him, man offends Him fearlessly and impudently to His face. 
He sins every day! The helpless creature offends an Almighty 
God! Sin is contempt of God, is revolt against Him and exacts 
from the Creator a right and duty to demand an account of 
the sinner, and to punish him, and not pardon him until he 
is sorry, does penance and makes satisfaction. 


God’s Right to Satisfaction 


God is infinitely good, but likewise infinitely just. He 
will not yield His right of demanding satisfaction from the 
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sinner; God cannot allow a haughty creature to despise 
His commands and break His law with impunity. God’s 
dignity and sanctity cannot tolerate this. Not to punish 
the sinner would mean to disregard sin, and, indirectly, to ap- 
prove of it; it would mean to discourage the good. A father who 
does not punish the child that is indulging in vice and showing 
no signs of amendment — is such a father to be considered 
a good father? Sad to say, all too many people look at sin in 
a different light. But God must punish sin; hence sinful man — 
and we all are sinners — must render satisfaction, or live and 
die an enemy of God and be forever separated from Him. 


Necessity of Prayer 


God gives to man the life of the body, and, in holy 
baptism, the far more precious, supernatural life of grace. If 
our natural life cannot continue even for one moment without 
Divine Providence, much less can the life of grace be retained 
without Divine assistance. Did not God’s generosity always 
accompany man with His blessing, how would he ever attain 
to eternal blessedness? What is man without the grace of 
God? Grace, however, is a free gift of God; God even desires 
to lavish graces upon us. We need thousands of graces for 
obtaining life eternal, and we must ask for them: that is the 
Divine will; hence, the necessity of prayer. 

God has created and redeemed us without our asking 
these benefits; but He will not give us eternal happiness 
without our co-operation. We must merit heaven. He expects 
that we toil and work for Him. He expects our co-operation 
with His grace, and our co-operation by good works. This 
co-operation is to be of our own free will, not forced. Were 
God to do all, and we nothing toward our eternal salvation, 
where would be our merit? where our claim to reward? Or, 
if God were to force us, where would be our liberty in our 
actions? God leaves every man free to decide for good or 
evil, and, according to this choice, we meet with good or 
wicked men in this world. 

If we choose the good and perform it, we acquire merits 
for heaven. However, of ourselves we can neither will nor 
accomplish any good; for this we need the assistance of God. 
“Without Me you can do nothing,” says Christ (John xv. 5). 
We must ask for this assistance, for this grace of graces. We 
must pray. 
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Four Duties and Four Rights 


God is the supreme good, the Creator of all being, the 
most Holy One. Therefore, man owes God, in the first place, 
adoration. 

God is the origin and motive of good; He is the Author 
of all man is and has. Hence, man must show gratitude 
toward God, the greatest Benefactor. 

God is offended by sin. Therefore the sinner must ask 
His pardon and render satisfaction for sin. 

God has decreed to give His special graces only to those 
who ask Him for them. Therefore, man must pray to obtain 
this grace and to live in grace. 

Thus we see that, from the four claims of God upon His 
creatures, arise four duties of the creature toward his Creator. 

But we, poor children of Eve, how can we fulfil these 
duties? Are we at all capable to fulfil them so as to win the 
approval of God? To this there can be but one answer: No. 
We have become so helpless through sin, that, even with the 
best of will and the greatest exertion, it would be impossible, of 
our 'own strength, to regain the friendship of God. Our 
adoration will never correspond to the infinite majesty of 
God; nor our gratitude to the benefits we have received; our 
satisfaction would never repair the insult and contempt we 
have offered the Supreme Being; and our prayer, alas! our 
poor, distracted prayer would of itself never reach the throne 
of God, would never merit to be heard. There is a deep abyss 
between the almighty, thrice holy, eternal God and His poor 
sinful creature. 

And now, since we cannot comply with the tine main 
duties which bind us to God, what remains to be done? 


The Unspotted Lamb 


Behold! in the midst of this desert of sinfulness and 
helplessness there rises before our eyes an altar. A priest 
ascends the steps; a supernatural, indelible mark is impressed 
upon his soul. In his hands he holds a chalice and a host; 
from his lips proceed a few omnipotent words which he 
pronounces over this chalice and this host — and, O wonder! 
heaven and earth are set in motion. The heavens open, and 
Jesus descends upon the altar. Earth awakens, its exiled 
children arise; they draw nearer and nearer; they gather about 
the altar, and from millions and millions of hearts ascend 
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humble and grateful prayers. Songs of praise resound; fervent 
petitions are heard; and from on high — oh, from heaven’s 
heights resound melodies that betoken love and forgiveness, 
blessings and joy. They are heavenly spirits who announce 
glory to God and peace to men. 

But what has happened? why this jubilation, this hope? 
Mankind offers here upon the altar the pure, unspotted 
Lamb to the Eternal Father. By this sacrifice mankind 
acknowledges God’s rights; the Eternal Father accepts the 
sacrifice of His Son, the homage of mankind: That is the 
Holy Mass! 

The vast desert which separates God from man, and 
heaven from earth could never be crossed if it were not for 
Mount Calvary in its midst, this rescuing oasis where God 
and man meet and offer friendship’s hand. 

By His death on Calvary, Jesus cancelled the debt of all 
mankind. From that same hour mankind has been capable of 
offering to his Creator, a worthy sacrifice of adoration, a wor- 
thy sacrifice of thanksgiving, a worthy sacrifice of propitiation 
and a worthy sacrifice of petition. This sacrifice of Calvary 
is continually being offered in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
for Jesus offers Himself in every Holy Mass to the Eternal 
Father for the sins of the world in an unbloody manner. 
Hence, Holy Mass may be called the golden chain which 
keeps God and man united; it is the wonderful bridge which 
is spanned across the fearful abyss and does away with the 
sad separation between God and man. 

We owe it to Holy Mass that our prayers and tears and 
supplications reach the throne of God, and that Divine love, 
blessings and grace descend like rain from heaven upon us. 
Oh, what treasures, what happiness thou dost procure for 
us, sublime and holy Sacrifice of the Mass! 

How, then, can I ever separate myself from Thy altar! I 
shall be there every morning. During the Holy Mass I will 
adore Thee, thank Thee, implore Thy pardon, and ask for 
Thy Divine grace. 

Did people realize what a wonderful Mystery is each day wrought in Holy 
Mass, our churches would be crowded. No inconvenience would be too great for 
them to assist daily at the Adorable Sacrifice. Young and old will learn to appre- 


ciate Holy Mass by reading the two booklets: God Kimself Our Sacrifice and Tn 
the Splendor of the Morning Sun. Each 10 cents. 


rs a ore 
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Jesus, I Greet Thee! 








s Sy ESUS, our Eucharistic Savior dweling in our 
gal K&4 midst, can alone be the sun of our lives, the 
‘aa ray centre of our minds, the joy of our hearts, if we 
a are Christians worthy of the name. Therefore, our 
thoughts and desires should hover about His Sacred 
Person like bright angels, and our hearts should turn toward 
Him as the sunflower toward the sun. In fact, our favorite 
spot, the home of our souls, should be before the Tabernacle. 

Whenever Cardinal Rauscher entered a church he was 
accustomed to salute his Eucharistic Savior in the following 
words: “Jesus, I greet Thee! Jesus, I praise Thee! Jesus, I 
adore Thee!” 

When we visit a friend, do we not always first salute 
him? We may also say: “Jesus, I believe in Thee! Jesus, I 
hope in Thee! Jesus, I love Thee above all things! Jesus, I 
thank Thee for all the good Thou hast bestowed on me! Jesus, 
forgive me my sins! Jesus, come to me!” In this way we 
may converse with our Savior, and also receive Him spiritually. 
This is much better than to read from a prayer-book. In a 
similar way we may greet our Divine Savior when He actually 
comes to us in Holy Communion. 

But also outside of church, for instance, when we pass a 
church, we may salute our dear Savior with the words: Jesus, 
I greet Thee! and He hears it and answers the salutation with 
heavenly graces. 

No human being, no matter how much he loves us, can 
always think of us — our Savior in the Tabernacle can; and 
He does. His eye is ever upon us. Even in the stillness of 
the night when everyone is asleep, He watches with the per- 
petual light and thinks of us, blesses us and prays for us. Is 
it, then, not just that we, too, when we awake in the night 
or cannot sleep, should direct our thoughts to Jesus and 
lovingly salute Him with the words: Jesus, I greet Thee! 

This beautiful salutation if repeated frequently will soon 
become habitual with us, and when we come to die and, for 
the first time behold our dear Savior, we may confidently 
look up to Him and say: Jesus, I greet Thee! 


Honor, love and thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus! 
100 days indulgence. Pius X, Jan. 8, 1908. 
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Dawn of the Jubilee and Eucharistic Year 


This year is the Jubilee Year for the whole Christendom — it is 
the Eucharistic Year for the faithful of the United States. 

Our Eucharistic God will receive a reception, a royal welcome, 
such as was never given Him before. One hundred thousand, if not 
one or two millions, will greet our Lord with the glad “Hosanna.” 

It is, therefore, but proper that the faithful are well instructed in 
this Mystery of Faith, in this center of all religion. The booklet “God 
with Us” just now published, has for its aim to give not only the proper 
instruction, but to bring edification, devotion and love into the heart 
of every faithful Catholic in the United States. It is our intention to 
publish a series of booklets on the Blessed Sacrament, which will 
enable the reader to celebrate the Eucharistic Congress with the proper 
sentiments and disposition of heart. Then will this feast be for us a 
source of grace and love and union with our Divine Master. 


God with Us — Price of brochure 10 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
££ + «€ 


The Happiness, the Joy of Being a Sister 
of Perpetual Adoration 


Continued 





N the third petal of this beautiful rose which grows 
in the convent garden of Perpetual Adoration is a 
word which fills the soul of the Perpetual adorer with 
unspeakable bliss; it is this: Jesus, all mine! True, 

all religious are consecrated to God and labor for the honor 

of God, in schools, hospitals, etc. and God gives them eternal 
life for their services, but a sister of Perpetual Adoration 
belongs to Jesus wholly and entirely; all her thoughts, her will 
and actions refer to Jesus Hostia. Day and night she is under 
the influence of Divine grace. Countless are the acts of love 
and self-surrender to her hidden Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

And, oh! what a precious thing is an act of perfect love: the 

heavens are filled with admiration, the saints rejoice, the 

Blessed Virgin turns with maternal affection toward the soul 

which frequently performs such acts of love toward the Eu- 

charistic God; the Divine Heart of Jesus is drawn with irre- 
sistible force to such a heart. 
A sister of Perpetual Adoration leads a life of faith, of 
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unwavering trust and confidence and sincere love which acts 
fill the inhabitants of heaven with admiration. If devout 
maidens had a faint idea of the beauty of this angelic vocation, 
nothing could keep them from embracing such a privileged 
vocation. This singular grace God offers to souls more fre- 
quently than we surmise. 


Heaven on Earth 


The solemn exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament is a Divine wor- 
ship, a sublime liturgy, an angelic service, lost paradise found, the mani- 
festation of heaven on earth. It is God in the midst of His children, full 
of condescension and love, accepting from them their love, their joy, their 
gratitude. 

We can therefore easily understand why pious Christians call those 
spouses of Christ blessed who, day and night, are permitted to kneel before 
the Most Blessed Sacrament; who can converse with Jesus face to face, as 
a loving friend speaks to his friend. Devout parents consider it a great 
honor, a special privilege, when one of their daughters is called to the Divine 
service of Perpetual Adoration, because a more beautiful and sublime voca- 
tion is not found either in heaven or here on earth. 

We, therefore, readily understand why devout Christians hasten to the 
altars where the Sacred Host is solemnly exposed for adoration! For most 
of them this is possible only during the Forty Hours’ Devotion. There you 
can see and feel how deep and tender is the love and the veneration of the 
faithful toward the Blessed Sacrament. The days of Forty Hours’ Devotion 
are sacred days, days of grace, days of joy. Love and peace beam from the 
countenance of everyone who has spent an hour of Adoration before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. 

But alas! only too soon there comes a sense of loneliness, yes, almost 
sadness. These blessed days of familiar intercourse with our Divine Master 
pass all too speedily. One consolation remains to you, dear reader; you can 
unite yourself in spirit with the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration here in Clyde, 
whether it be in the silent night, or in the busy hours of the day. 

You know, the Sacred Host is exposed in the Adoration Chapel, sur- 
rounded by burning candles. Candles are the expression of love and sacrifice. 
As the burning wax candle consumes and, as it were, offers itself to the 
honor of the Sacred Host, so you, too, would wish to offer and consume your- 
self in love and adoration before the Most Holy Eucharist. To this beautiful 
thought, to these tender feelings of love and adoration you give expression 
by having candles burn in your name and for your intentions before the 
Blessed Sacrament. * 

Just one more petition: The readers of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ 
are all deeply religious people. We would be very grateful to everyone who 
would pray fervently for genuine vocations. Maidens who love the Blessed 
Sacrament, maidens who aspire to holiness of life, who love a hidden life; 





*For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned one whole day and 
* one whole night upon the altar of our Adoration Chapel before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed; for $3.50, one whole week; for $12.00, one month. 
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such maidens we need. Such maidens are most desirable postulants for the 
angelic service of Perpetual Adoration. All good things must be obtained 
by prayer, especially a vocation to the Perpetual Adoration. Therefore, 
pray, dear parents, generous maidens, pray that God may send us good vo- 
cations. Then you, too, will share in all the good the sister performs during 
her religious life. Felix Pascha! A Happy Easter! 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


ee 


St. Joseph, the Silent Adorer 





== OW slowly the night passes when one cannot 
sleep! My thoughts wander and go to Him who 
is also alone through the long dark night. Only 
a little red light flickers before Him to take the 
place of men and tell Him of their love. All 
alone? — No, dear Savior, not entirely alone. 
Throughout the world there are souls who: remember Thee 
during the time of darkness; there are pious religious who 
kneel before Thee in adoration during the silent hours of 
the night. 

Was it always so, sweet Savior, even during the years of 
Thy earthly life? Previous to the three years of Thy public 
life in which Thou didst reveal Thy Divinity to the amazed 
multitudes, when the believing Jews sank down in adoration 
before Thee — previous to these years, didst Thou have any 
other adorer besides Thy Blessed Mother? 

Oh, yes; one assuredly! The silent saint; the much-loved, 
faithful, humble and peaceful St. Joseph. Scarcely had the 
heavenly message of the angel concerning the “great things” 
accomplished in Mary been revealed to Joseph, scarcely had 
his painful doubts been changed into blessed joy, than he 
hastened to the highly Blessed One. Humbly he knelt before 
this purest Tabernacle which enclosed the Divine Word. 

For a long time, the little apartment of the holy Virgin 
had seemed to him like a sanctuary, a hallowed spot, pervaded 
with her holy thoughts and words, fragrant with the incense 
of her prayers. But he had not suspected that this apartment 
was, in reality, a house of God, a sacred temple, in which God 
Himself dwelt substantially, under the Heart of the Virgin. 

That first Tabernacle was more spotless, more pure and 
more precious than any which should follow. — And St. Joseph, 
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after Mary the first adorer, was animated with more lively 
faith and more humble joy than any future adorer of the 
hidden Mystery. O the bliss of St. Joseph in being privileged 
to live with the chosen Virgin! Oh, with what respect, tender- 
ness and solicitude he surrounded the living Tabernacle of 
the Most High, the shrine of the hidden God! 

When Divine Providence called both to Bethlehem, how 
concerned he was about the tender Virgin! How it pained 
him that he could find no other shelter than a stable for the 
august Son of God! 

Then came the night, that thrice holy night, when the 
heavens opened and floods of light poured forth; when the 
heavenly hosts filled the air with their angelic, Gloria in ex- 
celsis Deo! ... And there knelt Joseph, trembling with raptur- 
ous awe, shedding tears of bliss and joy, as he gazed upon a 
charming Infant, which he adored as his God. This beautiful 
Child was now entrusted to his care, and would once call him 
“foster-father.” 


The Flight into Egypt 


This joy and happiness was soon marred by a dark cloud. 
Joseph is called in his sleep. “Flee! flee! take the Child and 
His Mother, and flee,” bids the voice. Joseph is startled. Mur- 
derous designs threaten the life of the Child. The faithful 
guardian of the precious Treasures entrusted to his care, 
hastens with them into a strange country. He endures with 
loving patience the hardships of the journey, the rough roads, 
the privations and perils. Foot-sore and weary, he travels on 
over the burning sands of the desert, walking beside the beast 
of burden that carries the Virgin-Mother and Holy Child. 

Yes, Joseph rescued the Lord of heaven and earth, who 
holds the universe in the hollow of His hand; Joseph concealed 
in a foreign land the little God-king; Joseph supported with 
the labor of his hands Him, who clothes the flowers of the 
field, feeds the birds of the air, the beasts of the forest, and 
the children of men; Joseph earned the bread for Him who 
would one day give Himself to .men as the “Living Bread 
from heaven.” 

Oh, how often during those days of exile from home and 
country, did not St. Joseph kneel before the Divine Child, re- 
fresh himself by Its beauty, and imbibe sweetest comfort from 
Its childlike love! No priest can ever take the monstrance 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 371 


with the Sacred Host into his hands with such reverence as 
St. Joseph, the silent adorer, carried the Divine Child in his 
arms. 

When, after years of banishment, the exiles returned to 
Nazareth, how diligently St. Joseph labored for Jesus and His 
Mother! Cheerfully he bore the heat and burden of the 
day, all trials and hardships, for, could he not thereby serve 
the Word made flesh, God in the form of a Child? St. Joseph 
was privileged to earn the food and drink that should develop 
the Body of the Child: this purest, holiest Body which would 
one day be drained of Its Blood for the Redemption of the 
world, and be given to men as Eucharistic Bread. 

Ah! we do not know much of thee, thou silent, faithful 
Saint; but this silence is eloquent. Silent, constant adoration, 
abnegation of self, humility and uprightness: such was thy 
life. The noise of the street and the varied occupations and 
bustle of men did not disturb thee. In the midst of thy labor, 
thy heart was ever with thy Divine Foster-Child. 

How often did not the love which overwhelmed St. Joseph 
force him to interrupt his work to kneel and adore the Incar- 
nate Son of God! — Happy St. Joseph who was privileged to 
behold in human form Him whom we adore under the form 
of bread. Yes, every beat of his heart breathed love for Jesus 
and Mary. The “Bread of Life” could not have found a more, 
faithful protector and father than St. Joseph. 

Joseph consumed himself in the service of the Savior. And 
when, like a sacrificial taper, his last strength had been spent 
and the Heavenly Father called him home, he breathed forth 
his pure soul into the hands of Jesus, and received as Viaticum 
a kiss from the Savior. 

Viaticum! Oh, yes, Viaticum; for Communion is “union.” 
To die in the arms of Jesus, heart to Heart with Him, turning 
the last look from the fading eyes into the eyes of Jesus: is 
not this the most tender union, the sweetest Viaticum for the 
journey to eternity? God grant that we, too, may be strength- 
ened on our passage to eternity by union with our Sacra- 
mental Lord. 


Dear young lady, devout soul: would you also be 
a silent, faithful adorer like St. Joseph? an adorer of 
the Holy Eucharist? Would you wish to lead a hidden 
life, and live and labor, as did St. Joseph, only for 
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Jesus and Mary ‘— Among all the saints, St. Joseph was 
surely the most privileged: likewise, among all vocations, 
the Eucharistic service of perpetual adoration is the 
most sublime and the one most replete with grace. 

A young lady who strives to love Jesus fervently, who 
feels happy before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed, 
is called by Jesus to His altar. She is destined to live 
only near Him, to make her abode in His house. She is 
destined to keep vigil before Him during the silent night, 
adoring Him and imploring mercy and pardon for the 
sinful world. By her prayers she must obtain fervent 
priests and religious for Holy Church, and procure relief 
and consolation for the suffering souls in purgatory. Is 
not this a heavenly vocation, an occupation which even 
the angels might envy ? 

As St. Joseph died peacefully in the arms of Jesus 
and Mary, so, too, will the true adorer, when her hour 
comes, yield up her soul peacefully, joyfully and trustingly 
into the hands of her Creator. Therefore, courage, 
daughter! Do not hesitate; bring the sacrifice; leave 
father and mother, brother and sister, for the love of 
Jesus Christ, and become a sister of perpetual adoration. 
Your reward in heaven will be exceedingly great — your 
place near to Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 


Ss “ss 
The Holy Father’s Jubilee Message 





The holy year of 1925 has brought ineffable consolation 
to the heart of the Holy Father. The multitude of pilgrims 
who came from all parts to gain in the holy Roman basilicas 
the spiritual treasures of the Holy Jubilee, has given the most 
striking and eloquent proof of the Divine prerogative of the 
Holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic Church. Their coming 
from all parts of the world, even the most remote; from 
countries separated from Rome by the greatest difficulties of 
travel, has shown in an impressive manner the Universality 
of the Church. On their arrival at Rome, they have felt one 
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thing only — the love of the Mother Church, the love of the 
Common Father, the Vicar of Jesus Christ, and so they have 
realized, feeling it themselves and letting it be seen by others, 
the holy unity of the divine and perfect Society of Jesus 
founded on Peter, promising him assistance until the con- 
summation of the world. 

This has been the very consoling fact which has been 
renewed every day of the year of the Holy Jubilee. The 
Holy Father sees in the joy that it has continually brought 
to his heart the principal reason why he has never been over- 
come by fatigue, and was able to find himself in the midst 
of his children, the pilgrims, seeing them one by one, and 
speaking to each group that sought his presence. 

For these consolations the Holy Father has not sufficient 
words to thank the Lord and all those by whom the Lord 
was served, for procuring for him such heartfelt joy. 

Pius PP. XI 


> +€ +€ 


St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother 


Continued from October 





ties |: Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother while still at 
MAveges home, loved the members of his family most 
See we tenderly, especially his sister Mary. An unforeseen, 
sudden stroke was to sever this bond and fill the 
heart of Francis — such was his name before his 
entrance into religion, — with bitter grief. Mary was the first 
victim of that awful plague, the cholera, which in the year 1855 
raged in Spoleto. She died on the feast of Corpus Christi. 
Her death was like a thunderbolt for Francis. With his 
sister a part of his own heart, as it were, had died. The 
image of his dear, departed sister always hovered before his 
eyes. “We are like running water,” he exclaimed sorrowfully. 
“The world passes away; man passes by like a shadow. A 
few days ago, my sister blossomed in maidenly beauty, in 
perfect health — and now...? O vanity of vanities!” In this 
way God awakened in him the vocation to the religious life. 
Divine Providence had destined that Francis should become 
a privileged child of the Blessed Virgin, a shining example 
of true veneration of Mary to all Christians. Mary will reveal 
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herself to him, and the triumph of grace will be the work of 
a moment. 

In the cathedral of Spoleto, is venerated an ancient pic- 
ture of the Blessed Virgin. It is held in high esteem by 
all the inhabitants 
because, according to 
their conviction, the 
.| Blessed Virgin seems 
4 | tohaveerected there 
| a throne of grace 
and mercy. In ear- 
lier times it had al- 
ready been a pledge 
of peace and recon- 
ciliation. When the 
Emperor Frederic 
Barbarossa had dev- 
astated the whole 
country by fire and 
sword, and wished 
to reconcile himself 
again with the inhab- 
itants of Spoleto, he 
made them a present 
of this precious pic- 
ture, a masterpiece 
of the Eastern 
Church. 

Each year on the 
Enlightened by a ray of grace from the miraculous = of August, the 
picture, Gabriel recognizes his vocation. east of the Assump- 

tion of the Blessed 

Virgin the inhabitants of Spoleto and throngs of people 
from neighboring cities and towns meet in the church where 
the miraculous picture is preserved, to celebrate the titular 
feast. On the octave of the feast, the picture is taken from 
the richly decorated chapel and carried in solemn procession, 
accompanied by the clergy with lighted candles. It is as 
if the sweet Mother herself were walking in the midst of 
her children. There is not one knee that does not bend, not 
a heart that remains unmoved, not a countenance that does 
not display interior devotion. Everyone is eager to see the 
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miraculous picture and to receive the blessing of her whom 
it represents. 

In the year 1856 there knelt among the throng a youth 
in devout posture; his countenance was flushed, and tears 
stood in his eyes. It was Francis Possenti, who had drawn 
near the picture to gaze upon it. Suddenly, it seemed to him 
as if the Blessed Virgin looked upon him, while interiorly he 
heard a voice: Francis, the world is not for thee; the religious 
life awaits thee! This look and these words touched the 
inmost of his soul. He arose and withdrew, so that he could 
give vent to his tears. The wound which he had received was 
so deep that it could not be healed until he had embraced the 
religious state. 

Francis was a changed youth; the grace of God had 
transformed him, and he well knew to whom he owed this 
grace. His heart overflowing with gratitude, he turned to 
Mary, ever repeating the words of the canticle of cantioles: 
With one look, thou, O Mother, hast wounded my heart! 

On the 9:h of September of the same year, the pious youth 
knocked at the door of the Passionist monastery of Morrovalle. 
On the feast of the Seven Dolors of the Blessed Virgin, 
September 21, 1856, Francis received the habit, and was given 
the name, “Frater Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother.” Six 
years of religious life sufficed to lead him, like another Saint 
Aloysius, to the highest degree of sanctity, led by the hand 
of the Blessed Virgin, surrounded by her maternal love and 
protection. 


> + + 


A Shower of Roses 





§ REPORT of the following wonderful occurrence 
mM was sent by Lady B. de Bremond. It took place 
in May, 1925, at the convent in Bordighera, on the 
shores of the Adriatic Sea. A nun, the eye-witness 
of the miracle, writes of it on the 20th of May 





as follows: — 

“Since the latter part of February, we had been taking 
care of a sick girl, aged eighteen years, whose condition had 
become so serious that a sister was obliged to remain with her 
day and night. She had great devotion to Little Teresa of 
the Child Jesus. In April she began a novena in her honor, 
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which was to close on the 30th of the month. In the morning 
of the lst of May, we carried a picture of St. Teresa to the 
sick-room and placed it upon an altar. Suddenly, the sick girl 
said: ‘Little Teresa, please give me the petals of a rose, a red 
rose, like those standing by your picture, as a proof that you 
will cure me.’ 

“The day was drawing to a close, and our little patient 
was suffering as usual. Toward eight o’clock she was calm 
and quietly conversing with a sister. Suddenly, both perceived 
a soft rustling and, at the same time, saw on the bed a red 
rose shedding its petals. It quite resembled the one near the 
picture. In a few moments, the whole community had as- 
sembled in the sick-room, also two priests who had been 
informed. The heavenly rose petals lay on the bed; we all 
sang the Magnificat. Thereupon the girls of the academy 
passed through the room to kiss the petals before they were 
inclosed in a reliquary. During the following night the girl 
was somewhat better but as yet not perfectly cured. We 
expected a second miracle. Little Teresa surely could not 
refuse it, above all, not on the day of her canonization. We 
were convinced: ‘In the night between the 16th and 17th of 
May it will take place.’ 

“On the evening of the 16th of May, the patient was 
unusually restless, so that two sisters remained with her for 
the night. A quarter after eleven o’clock, the girl uttered a 
cry of joy: Roses! roses! Three beautiful roses lay on her 
bed; a big white rose in the act of shedding its petals, a red 
rose, and a rose bud. For eight or ten minutes the roses 
continued to fall. 

“The superior was in the room the moment the roses 
fell. She had heard the patient moan and had come to her. 
Another sister and I were sleeping in an adjoining room; we 
had watched with her the preceding night. Our superior 
called to us, ‘Roses!’ We did not even take time to dress 
fully, but hastened to the sick-room. There I gathered a 
handful of rose petals, one by one. They were red and 
white, and could not be seen by us until they alighted on the 
bed and bed linens. Only the sick girl saw how St. Teresa, 
all surrounded with light, let them fall. The patient sat, as 
if in ecstasy, in her bed; her eyes were fixed upon the little 
image which is now preserved in our chapel. 

“In a few moments, the whole community had assembled 
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in the sick-room. There were eleven of us who saw the rose 
petals descend and gathered them up. As the petals fell, some 
of the sisters exclaimed, ‘Another one! Another one, Sister 
Teresa!’ But when, for a few seconds they discontinued to 
fall, we called, ‘More, more, Sister Teresa!’ Then we sang 
the Magnificat at midnight and recited the prayers of the 
novena. The superior recited the Veni Creator, after which 
we silently withdrew... According to the wish of the girl, now 
cured, the academy has been dedicated to St. Teresa.” 


2. 2 


Six Most Powerful Means to Help the 
Suffering Souls 





IKE the priest, the faithful stand between God and 
the poor suffering souls in purgatory. The faithful, 
when united with our Lord and Savior have six 
powerful means to bring comfort and deliverance 
to the suffering souls. The first means is the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and Holy Communion. To assist 

devoutly at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion worthily 

for the relief and consolation of the poor souls, is a means 
of expiation of indescribable efficacy. 

The heroic act takes, without doubt, second rank. On the 
eve of All Souls’ Day a Jesuit lay-brother once heard the fol- 
lowing words: “Ximenes, remember the souls in purgatory, 
remember the souls in purgatory!” “Yes, Lord, I will do so,” 
he answered. From that time until his death he transferred 
to the poor souls all the treasures of expiation which he could 
acquire by his devotions, labors and mortifications. 

Thus, three hundred years ago, this simple lay-brother 
knew and practiced by Divine inspiration, the heroic act which 
in later times, the Popes have highly enriched with so great 
indulgences and privileges. 

Concerning the benefit of the heroic act for those who 
make it, a celebrated theologian writes that an unheard-of gain 
accrues to him who reserves for himself no part of his own 
expiation, or the indulgences he has gained, but offers them 
all for those holy spouses of our dear Savior who languish in 
the cruel torments of purgatory. 

When we class the praying of the holy rosary as third 
in rank, we anticipate the approval of all pious Christians, 
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Moreover, the Venerable Alanus assures us: “Many of the 
brethren in Christ have solemnly testified that, during the 
recitation of the rosary souls have appeared to them who 
gratefully declared that next to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
there is no more efficacious means for deliverance from pur- 
gatory than the rosary. Not a day passes, but that, by this 
prayer, a multitude of souls enter heaven; and among them, 
even those who would still have had to remain in purgatory 
for many years.” St. Jeanne Vianney, the Cure of Ars, daily 
prayed the rosary, and often several times a day. He called 
the rosary the deliverer of the poor souls, and said, “I would 
like to see the rosary in the hands of every person.” 

Fourth in rank are the indulgences, those precious jewels 
taken out of the treasury of the Church and sprinkled with 
the Blood of Christ. The members of the confraternity of the 
rosary gain numerous indulgences when they pray the ros- 
ary. Immeasurable are the indulgences both, partial and 
plenary, which can be gained by devoutly making the stations. 
All who are enrolled in the blue scapular of the Immaculate 
Conception, can gain all the great indulgences of the seven 
basilicas of Rome, the church of Portiuncula, and St. James 
Compostella in Spain, and of the Holy Land, as often as they 
say the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to the Father, 
each six times in honor of the Blessed Trinity and the Immac- 
ulate Conception according to the intention of the Holy Father. 
These indulgences can be gained without confession or Holy 
Communion; but we must be in the state of grace, and say the 
prayers devoutly with the intention to gain them. The prayers 
may be said anywhere; as often as we say them, we can gain 
all these indulgences. What a wealth of most sublime treas- 
ures, which can be applied to the suffering souls in purgatory! 

Each time the aspiration, “Sweet Heart of Mary, be my 
salvation,” or “My Jesus mercy,” is recited, an indulgence of 
300 days may be gained; that is, the punishment which the 
poor souls endure, is lessened as much as if they had done 
300 days’ severe penance according to the ancient canons. 
By repeating these or similar ejaculations in the form of a 
rosary you will carry precious gifts into purgatory and in a 
few minutes greatly lessen the punishment of the poor souls. 

A fifth powerful means for the benefit of the holy souls 
are alms-deeds. This is an ancient custom in the Church, 
having been practiced from earliest times. When Faith was 
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strong, as in the Middle Ages, generous gifts were made to 
the cloisters that prayers might be offered for the repose of 
the relatives of the donors. 

Many persons are so unwise as to leave the giving of 
alms to their heirs. It is an acknowledged fact, that even 
children neglect and forget to pray or give alms for their 
deceased parents. How wisely those parents act who, during 
their lives provide for the repose of their souls and, by means 
of alms-giving, secure the prayers of pious persons. 

A sixth kind of assistance we learn from the life of the 
Venerable Peter Faber of the Society of Jesus. He often de- 
clared that those persons who have no special time for prayer, 
should, at least, offer their work, their trials and sufferings 
for the benefit of the poor souls. 

Our holy religion, then, offers us sufficient means to assist 
our beloved departed fellow Christians, even beyond the grave. 
It only depends on us to apply the means practically. 

The following urgent exhortation of St. Bernard may serve 
as a conclusion: “Let us arise, beloved brethren! Let us 
hasten to assist the suffering souls in purgatory! I, on my 
part, will beseech the Lord with sighs and tears, in the ex- 
pectation that He may change their torments into rest, their 
misery into joy, and their pain into glory.” 


* <« £ 
‘“‘The Very Thing That is Wanted’’ 





E take pleasure in offering to our readers a very 
| interesting and instructive passage from a priest’s 
letter concerning the Adorable Sacrifice of the 

———— Mass. “Many thanks for the booklets which have 
just reached me. I am particularly pleased with the little 
work entitled In the Splendor of the Morning Sun. In my 
humble opinion, it is just the very thing that is wanted at the 
present time when, perhaps, modern devotions are so much 
stressed that the great central act of Catholic worship is in 
danger of being underestimated by the majority of the 
Catholic public. The Following words, printed in heavy 
type struck me with particular force: The loving Héart of 
Jesus devised this wonderful means for imparting to us the 
graces of Redemption. Also the following: ‘Our time loves 
many devotions...’ 
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“Devotions have their place in the church, but I do think 
that at the present time there is a real danger of their being 
overdone, and I do not hesitate to say that in some parts they 
tend to partake of the nature of superstitions, not sinful, because 
of the innocence of those who over-practice them. Devotions 
are, after all, only a means to an end; they must ever remain 
such, and must not be allowed to obscure in any way the end 
itself: namely, the rendering to God of that homage and 
worship that is due to Him, and in the way He Himself has 
destined for that purpose: by means of the perfect Sacrifice 
of Holy Mass. 

“This subject is one of particular interest to me, and one 
which I have prayed about for years. It is most consoling to 
note that there is a movement in the direction of teaching our 
people to follow the Holy Sacrifice properly.” 

: Rev. J.G.— From England. 


: -_ - 


For Your Daughter 


Catholic parents are bound to send their children to Catholic 
schools. To become loyal members of Holy Church, children 
must be reared in a Catholic atmosphere. Girls who are placed 
in a select Convent boarding school for their education, are 
safeguarded from harmful influences, receive a solid religious 
training and a thorough knowledge of the sciences. In after 
years, many a girl looks back with gratitude on the genuine piety 
and noble principles instilled during her happy school days with 
the Sisters. 

St. Joseph’s Academy conducted by the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration, is an ideal boarding school for little girls 
and young ladies. Only girls of good Catholic families are ad- 
mitted. Special attention is directed to the formation of true 
womanly character. True Christian education is a Divine work, 
is a sacred labor. Intellectual education is good, moral education 
is better, but deep religious education is the highest, a truly Di- 
vine work, which is most noble and elevating. 

The course of studies embraces: Academic, Commercial, 
Preparatory, Primary, Music and Art Departments. Moderate 
terms: $200.00 per year. 

For information, address: The Sister Directress 

St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Missouri 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 





The Lily of St. Anthony 


4] OT without good reason does Holy Church place 
a lily in St. Anthony’s hand. She wishes to in- 
dicate thereby that St. Anthony was, in a mystical 
sense a lily; that one of the main virtues that shone 
in his life was the virtue whose emblem is the 
lily — angelic purity, chastity, virginity. In this vale of tears, 
he edified Christendom by a life that was all pure, all spotless, 
and which remained untarnished until the end. The Holy 
Ghost enlightened him early in life, so that at the age of five 
years he vowed his chastity to the Mother of God. During 
his whole life he was an angel in the flesh. 

His clients, too, should flourish as a lily in the garb of 
purity and chastity according to their state of life. On account 
of his virginal chastity, Holy Church invokes Him with the 
words: St. Anthony, lover of chastity, pray for us. Mirror 
of continency, pray for us. Vessel of purity, pray for us. 
St. Anthony banishes the spirit of impurity. In virtue of 
blessed lilies of St. Anthony, great graces, wonderful conver- 
sions, and cures of bodily infirmities have been obtained. 

In the course of centuries, people have frequently placed 
a blooming or even withered lily into the hand of the saint’s 
statue. By a miracle, the blooming lilies not seldom remained 
fresh for weeks and months, while withered lilies began to 
bloom anew. In the year 1860, on the feast of St. Anthony, 
Karl Giotti, a nobleman of Illyria, placed a fresh cut lily into 
the hand of the saint’s statue in his palace. The lily retained 
its freshness until the eve of his feast the following year. A 
second lily which was then placed in his hand budded forth 
two more beautiful blossoms during the summer, and when 
the first had matured, the second continued to bloom although 
the stem was completely dry. 

Yes, through the intercession of St. Anthony, chastity will 
bloom in souls. By his intercession, God will even cause the 
broken lily of chastity. to live and bloom again. Oh, how St. 
Anthony preaches by his lily in our times, when mankind is 
sunk in the slum and mire of impurity, the vice which from: 
the very beginning has populated hell. No virtue should be 
dearer to St. Anthony’s friends than chastity. This virtue 
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makes man happy in this life and in eternity. The beauty 
and prerogatives of chastity are so rare and so great, that 
the holy fa- 
Pee, SP ae 7| thers have writ- 
Presa ten whole vol- 
umes in praise 
of it. Chastity 
ennobles the 
body and im- 
parts to ita 
charm of grace 
and beauty. 
But still more, 
it elevates and 
ennobles the 
soul, makes it 
the queen of 
body and heart. 
Already in the 
}| Old Testament 
wa, | the Holy Ghost 
Se A 7a: | exclaimed: Oh, 
pbilibsdaldacihoheledee et tanh head i| how beautiful 
is the chaste 
generation in 
glory; the memory thereof is immortal, for it is known both 
with God and with men. Chaste souls are likewise the fa- 
vorites of St. Anthony; for them he obtains the most mar- 
velous graces. 
California: “Enclosed find check for ... to send to the poor. I promised 
a donation for bread if St. Anthony would help a boy who was falling into bad 


habits. Very soon the boy changed. Never have I asked a favor from St. An- 
thony that has not been granted. Many, many thanks to him. 


The Dignity of the Priesthood 


Although at Holy Mass, Jesus Christ is the real Priest who sacrifices, never- 
theless, the visible priest does not stand at the altar in vain, but acts as the 
minister, as representative, as partaker in the priestly office of Jesus Christ. He 
is the instrument of which Christ makes use to accemplish this sublime sacrifice, 
he is invested with the Divine power to which Christ Himself submits. On the 

. word of the priest, the Lord descends from heaven. “O amazing miracle!” ex- 
claims St. Ephrem; “O unspeakable power! O awful mystery of the priesthood!” 
And St. Augustine writes: “O sublime dignity of the priest, in whose hands 
Christ again becomes man! O heavenly mystery, which God the Father, and 
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St. Anthony, Lily of chastity, pray for us! 
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the Son and the Holy Ghost so wonderfully accomplish through the priest!” 

What honor, then, dear reader, would you deem befitting a priest, upon 
whose word the King of heaven daily descends; in whose consecrated hands every 
day the Flesh and Blood of Christ is held; whose heart is every day most intimately 
united to God by the celebration of the holy Sacrifice! Oh, how much more 
honorable is a priest, no matter how poor, than the great and mighty of this 
world! Therefore, the otherwise so haughty Emperor Frederic Barbarossa, did 
not consider it beneath his dignity to kiss the feet of those who offered for him 
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

“If you had faith,” said St. Jeanne Vianney, Cure of Ars, “you would see 
God concealed in the priest. The grace of God goes through the hands of the 
priest.” This consideration made such an impression upon him that he cried 
out, “Not until we reach heaven, will we realize what the priest is! Did we 
realize it here on earth we would die.” That says much, but not too much. 

Now, dear reader, here follows a petition. The Catholic people of Middle 
Europe are impoverished and, consequently, ever so many priests of Germany and 
Austria are in actual want. In many places, Mass stipends are very rare, and 
yet, they form the only source of their livelihood. Lack of work is appalling. It 
is estimated that nearly two million men have no work in German countries. If 
you have Holy Masses said, you help these poor priests. God prizes such charity 
highly, not considering the wonderful, incomprehensible value of Mass. The 
good God will surely bless you a hundredfold here on earth. How precious will 
be your reward in heaven, if you have had many Holy Masses offered to the 
honor of God and His Blessed Mother; for the consolation of the living and of the 
poor souls in purgatory. 

Mass intentions will be conscientiously and promptly forwarded to the bishops 
and religious superiors of Central Europe, if sent to 

Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B., or to 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Incorrupt Body of St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi 


The body of St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi is preserved incorrupt in the 
Carmelite convent in Florence. Who would think it possible that just this 
convent with its 56 nuns is in the greatest distress. In consequence of the 
war and of the impoverished state of the convent, these good nuns languish 
and pine away without hope for better times. If they do not receive speedy 
help, the convent is doomed. The Prioress writes: 

Our dear sick sisters grow worse from day to day; the steady, cold 
winter we have had until now, has been very hard on them. Therefore, we 
are grateful for any alms. Without sun, light and fresh air, and somewhat 
better food — meat we do not eat the whole year around — we can no longer 
subsist. Of the 56 nuns, there are now only 26, living two and two together 
in little rooms scarcely g feet long and 7 feet wide. Ten sisters have 
consumption, four are seriously ill; fourteen sisters have stomach trouble in 
consequence of under-nourishment; others are suffering from heart trouble 
or cancer. Oh, it is exceedingly sad! The doctor says there is no hope for us 
except we build a new house where the sisters will have more sun and light; 
nourishing food is likewise necessary. But God knows, we have no bene- 
factors; if you, Rev. Father Lukas cannot help, then no one can help us. 
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Oh, if the generous Americans would only know of our need, and would know 
that we are nuns who observe the same rule as St. Teresa of the Child Jesus, 
surely, they would help us and save us from destruction. Our holy mother 
St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, this seraphic virgin whose body reposes incor- 
rupt in our convent chapel, would most assuredly intercede for all our bene- 
factors, and a thousand-fold would be their reward even here on earth. Oh, 
do help us, Rev. Father, for the love of Jesus, for the sake of the Little St. 
Teresa, for the sake of our seraphic mother St. Mary. Magdalen de Pazzi. 
Your grateful daughter in the Lord, M. Magdalena, Prioress. 

Let us, then, help this poorest of all the Carmel convents. These nuns 
are very good and pious, and lead a truly holy life. They need a dwelling 
with twenty cells where the sunshine can light and warm the little rooms. 
Let us give them speedy aid; to rescue a convent from destruction is as 
meritorious as the founding of a new convent, and is something so pleasing 
to God that He grants eternal life to the benefactors. Good Lord Jesus, 
make our hearts generous and merciful! 


Reverend and dear Father Lukas, Overbach, Feb, 25, 1926. 

With all my heart I thank you for your kind letter of 
Jan. 14, and for the $100 which arrived a few days before the letter; likewise for 
the 47 Mass stipends which are always gratefully received. Yes, our most fer- 
vent thanks for your continued help, without which — God knows how truly I 
speak — we would no longer exist; that is, we religious would probably exist but 
our institutions would long ago have been closed. 

I cannot tell you how hard and difficult our lot has become. At present, 
we are in a far more disconsolate situation than two or three years ago. The 
reason for this is quite simple: most of the factories are closed, people have no 
work and, consequently, cannot earn anything, and the farmers are burdened 
with excessive taxes, so that the sources of our alms — and we subsist on alms -— 
are exhausted. People who formerly helped us are now all poor, and themselves 
in greatest distress. Still, the work of our institute must go on. The expenses 
for foods and other necessaries of life are great, amounting each month to several 
thousand marks for, from the one treasury four houses are supported: the juvenate, 
the classical college, the novitiate and scholasticate, in all 760 persons. 

Now, dear Rev. Father, pardon my depression and please, help us also in 
the future. All your Salesian children, large and small, love you sincerely as 
their father and supporter; all pray for you and for all dear benefactors who send 
you their alms. Recommending myself, I remain in eternal love, 

Your ever indebted and grateful, F. B. 
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To Whom Did the Risen Savior Appear First? — Sister Mary Martha 
Chambon and Devotion to the Holy Wounds — Between Heaven and Earth — 
Jesus, I Greet Thee! — The Happiness, the Joy of Being a Sister of Perpetual 
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A Special Otter 


Encouraged by numberless letters received from friends who tel 
of the benefit they derive from our literature, we are endeavoring to 
spread it as widely as possible, and thus to counteract in a measure 
the harm done by the bad press. To this end we offer a complete 
library of our ro ct., 5 ct., and 3 for 10 cts., publications, consist- 
ing of forty-five booklets, for $3.00; postage extra. All but three 
are 64-page booklets containing delightful reading matter. 


From Pittsburgh: ‘‘You recently sent me a set of booklets for which I paid 
$3.35. To date my husband and I have read six of them, but we have become 
so enthused, that we beg of you to forward a like set to the following addresses... 
You may be sure, the homes to which they go will be much benefited by them.” 


From Illinois: ‘‘You will never know what joy and consolation your 
booklets bring to me. Of all the spiritual authors whom I have studied, and 
they are many, none seemed to fill my soul with the peace of God that these 
simple yet wonderful little booklets have.” 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


This prayer-book for children is daily winning favor. Parents and teachers 
who have seen this prayer-book declare it is the best they have ever found for 
children. The little ones themselves are delighted with the simple, beautiful 
prayers. One teacher writes that her little pupils are so attracted by its “sweet 
language” and “lovely thoughts,” that they take the book out at recess. 


A priest of a Cathedral Parish writes: ‘In a recent order 
for booklets, I requested several copies of ‘Jesus in the Hearts of 
Little Children.’ I was so charmed with the beautiful make-up and 
the appealing devotions of this little prayer-book for children that I 
wish you to send me roo more immediately. It is the first real 
children’s prayer-book that I have yet discovered.’’ 


A priest: I wish that I could spread them all over the land. I 
have found nothing to equal them to form in the hearts of children 
an ardent love for God. 

Jesus in the Hearts of Little @hildren is a complete prayer-book. It is 
printed in clear, large type on best paper. It contains sixteen appropriate 
pictures and two Mass devotions. The first gives a simple, clear explanation of 
each part of Holy Mass, the second is a Communion Mass. Besides the usual 
prayers, there are eight visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


Art cloth binding; colors: white, black, blue or rose. Price 25 cts. 





Hanging Crucifixes 


. ope 5 in. $0 50; 6 in. $0 75; 
Nickel bound Crucifixes i: “en Og IS Es 4 
Real Ebony, Oxidized Corpus 3 im. 0.35; 4% in. 0.60; 

6 in. 0.90; 8X in. 1.§¢. 


When remittance accompanies the order, Crucifixes will be enriched with the induc- 
gences of the stations and of the dying. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














Mary, Mother of God 
Contents: Mary’s sanctity and greatness — 
The august Mystery of the Incarnation — The 
Annunciation — The charming perfection of 
Mary — Her seven joys on earth; her joys in 
heaven. 10 Cts. each 


Mary, Our Mother 
The tender compassion of our Mother for her 
children — Mary our refuge, our consoler in 
affliction, our guide to sanctity — The holy 
name of Mary, its sweetness in life, its power 
in death. 10 cts. each 


DetMontfort’s Devotion to Mary 
The secret of transformation through Mary. 
A man from Canada says: “‘It is almost like 
conversing with the Heavenly Mother... I 
love to read in the little book just an hour or 
so before retiring, because it is so consoling.” 
10 cts. each 


Under Mary’s Mantle 
The powerful patronage of Mary — Under 
Mary’s mantle in childhood — How to conse- 
crate children to Mary: every mother should 
read this — Under Mary’s mantle in the trials 
of life; in the last hour; in heaven. rocts. each 


Che Blessed Virgin 








Devotion to Mary 


A sign of predestination — 
The Immaculate Concep- 
tion— Images ofthe Blessed 
Virgin—The blue scapular. 


Prayers. 





10 cts. each 


Library — 70 cents 
Che Rosary, My Creasure 


Its interesting explanations and stories will 
give you a better understanding of the rosary. 
A Dominican Father: ‘“‘I find it the simplest 
and most satisfying pamphlet I have read. It 
is so practical and sweet that I feel it must be 
doing a great deal of good in the way of foster- 
ing love for the holy rosary.” 10 cts. each 





Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 


Contains a Communion Mass and many beau- 
tiful devotions. A man writes: ‘‘I think it is 
the grandest thing I ever read to help one to 
receive the Blessed Sacrament right.” A nun: 
“e . . . 

I find so much consolation in saying those 
most beautiful prayers!” 5 cts. each 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 


Explains how this devotion is a source of grace 
and comfort to all Christians. Promises of 
our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of 
His Mother. Prayers. 5 cts. each 


Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
Clyde, Missouri 












